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INIEWS

Sustainable Fishing - Healthy Seafood

Tsunami relief and future collections

Following his recent visit to the tsunami devastated coast of southern Sri
Lanka, SIV chairman Tim Mirabella has initiated collections of fishing gear
from commercial fishers in Victoria. Donations are being assembled and
prepared for shipment in a Melbourne warehouse through a partnership
with Healthpoint, a company that also has logistics capacity and distribution
networks in Sri Lanka.

Ross McGowan and Jim Newman recently collected gear from the western
areas of the state for the Tsunami fishing gear appeal. Transport was
generously funded by Mantzaris Seafoods of Geelong. Gear was collected
from Portland, Port Fairy, Warrnambool, and Port Campbell, and consisted
of nets, ropes, floats, floatlines, leadlines, longline gear and wetsuits.
Donations have been made from East Gippsland and Melbourne including
seine nets and wood-working tools. Generous cash donations have also been
received from associations and individuals.

It is anticipated that another gear collection will occur in July for further
shipments. The dates for these collections will be notified through port
associations.
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Feature

VBIFA Environmental Management
System Launch

The VBIFA EMS was successfully launched by the Minister for
Agriculture, the Hon. Bob Cameron on April 6, at Sails on the Bay
in Elwood. The launch brought together a wide range of
stakeholders including government representatives, fishers from
other industry sectors, and other marine stakeholders. VBIFA
members anticipate that the EMS will contribute to maintaining
ecologically sustainable bay and inlet fisheries while they continue
to supply healthy, high quality fresh seafood to the community.

The EMS report can be obtained from the SIV office ($25) or
downloaded free from the website: www.siv.com.au
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will continue in this position after , = [.
returning from a well-deserved LR , ‘ ' : ;(
break in July. B : =

Shane Loveridge has replaced
David White as SIVs accountant.

Joanne Tripylas is away on leave

during June and July.
East Gippsland Field Days

SIV partnered with local industry members, VBIFA and SeaNet to

present a display at the East Gippsland Field Days on the 29th and

30th of April in Bairnsdale. The field days, which provide an

opportunity for businesses, industry groups and government

agencies to promote their products and activities, had a committed

fishing precinct for the first time this year. SIV encourages industry

FOR SALE involvement in activities like this to promote the role of the seafood

industry in the community and would like to thank those members
EEL ACCESS who attended or contributed display items. |
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News

Rock Lobster Fishery Code of Practice
for Reducing Whale Entanglements

The Western Australian Rock Lobster fishery is implementing a
Code of Practice for reducing whale entanglements that is modelled
on the Victorian approach. The code documents recommended
fishing practices in WA waters in a format that can be included as
an insert into their existing best practice manual. This code can be
seen on the web at www.rocklobsterwa.com under Code of Practice for
Reducing Whale Entanglements. The Western Australian SeaNet
officer has expressed thanks to members of the Rock Lobster fishery,

other R& )
particularly RockComm members, for guidance from the Victorian ;Ve;;!éhtjp w;\réf-zaUdfecﬁ: usbregj,tout

approach to reducing entanglement risks. Rock Lobster fishers are ~discussed the R&D priorities of
reminded to keep a copy of the code on board their vessels, as it Coastal, Bay & Inlet, Recreational
is an important demonstration of their commitment to reducing and Aquaculture sectors. From
the risk of whale entanglements. discussions a set 5; priori
outcomes were devel by the

FCC’s Research Committee. These
have been advertised as topics for
R&D project pre-proposal
submissions to the Vic B (FCC)
e e o - due on the 14th June. These topics
complement and refine the R&D
needs outlined in Victoria’s Fisheries
and Aquaculture Research and
Development Strategy 2005-2010.
More details and the call for
submissions can be found on the
FCC website www.fcc.vic.gov.au
Follow the links to the ‘Research’

page.

Fisheries
Co-Management
Council’s guidelines
for Codes of Practice

The Fisheries Co-Management
Council (FCC) has recently
3pproved a set of guidelines for the

evelopment and implementation
of Codes of Practice in the
Dlsen tangl ement Tralnlng flshmg industry. These guidelines

recommend a grocess for a fishery
Fisheries and Wildlife officers have participated in a refresher association or US'“I:ES,S to deévelop
training exercise for disentanglement operations in Port Fairy. The and implement their Code of

training provides an opportunity to practice the skills, teamwork g;?f;;;?ng the guidelines will

and communications required to successfully free whales from rovide a substantial foundation b
obstructions they have encountered. Disentanglement procedures or industry groups to -implemqr& ‘ I
include using a small inflatable to approach the whale accompanied and maintain their Codes 'd {
by a larger ‘mothership’ vessel. The exercise was organised by Flora 12 Practice. The guidelings '
: : ~ descriptions of process steps such
and Fauna Management Officer Mandy Watson, and included DPI S itiation, ResearchiRP
Fisheries Officers and DSE Wildlife Officers from the South West _ velopment, Complaints,
region. e iew, Publishing, Proma

':_a{ld Education.

...continued on page 4
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langlement Training ...continued from page 3

am uses the ‘kegging’ technique, which involves attaching floats to the whale to increase drag, eventually
Once tired, the whale can more safely be approached and the entangled items removed.

d that further training workshops will be held in the summer months which will include the opportunity
g industry involvement. Commercial fishers interested in the disentanglement program can attend this
» to improve their understanding of the theory behind disentanglement operations, and possibly be
in future support roles for entanglement responses that may occur in their region. Contact SeaNet officer
man at the SIV office for further information about upcoming workshops and the disentanglement
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