SIV NEWS

SIV Update

September is a busy time for all at
SIV with the AGM soon upon us.
Staff are currently collating infor-
mation for the Annual Report
2008-09 for distribution. A re-
minder that the AGM will be held
on the 21st September 2009
10am at the North Melbourne
Library (Errol Street). A board
meeting will follow the AGM in-
corporating the newly elected
directors.

The National Seafood Industry
Alliance , constituting CEQ’s from
all state industry councils, includ-
ing the Commonwealth Fisheries
Associations and the National
Aquaculture Council is in full
swing. The members convened in
Canberra at the start of August to
meet with Minister Tony Burke
and Minister Peter Garrett. NSIA
address issues concerning the

seafood industry and gave a brief
on their goals and purposes as a
industry representative at a na-
tional level.

Seafood Directions 2010 is pro-
gressing at a rapid pace. The pro-
gram content including keynote
speakers is currently being firmed
up, will some hopeful major inter-
national speakers to attend. The
website is up and running to pro-
vide more information on the
event and the sponsorship pro-
spectus will be available shortly.
Those wishing to provide spon-
sorship or exhibit in the trade dis-
play are encouraged to contact
the conference secretariat on 03
9682 0500.

Also rapidly approaching is the
Inaugural Victorian Seafood In-
dustry Awards 2009. We have

Marine Mammal Regulations in Victoria

The Department of Sustainability
and Environment seeks your feed-
back on the proposed Wildlife
(Marine Mammals) Regulations
2009 and associated Regulatory
Impact Statement. The proposed
Wildlife (Marine Mammals) Regu-
lations 2009 seek to improve how
people interact with whales, dol-
phins and seals in Victoria. The
regulations will allow people to
view and interact with marine
mammals while affording protec-

tion for the welfare and conser-
vation status of marine mam-
mals. Importantly, the proposed
regulations define and encourage
responsible whale, dolphin and
seal tourism practices. The pro-
posed regulations are made un-
der the Wildlife Act 1975. This
Act was amended in August
2008, with the key amendments
relating to marine mammals
coming into effect in 30 Novem-
ber 2009. All comments and sub-

August 2009

received a plethora of interest
both with nomination submis-
sions and those wishing to sup-
port the event by attending. Win-
ners will be announced on the
night and presentation of awards
will be made by The Hon Joe
Helper MP, Minister for Agricul-
ture and SIV’s Chairman Mr. John
Hasker AM.

Ross McGowan recently repre-
sented the wild-catch fisheries
sector at the Australian Industrial
Relations Commission Award
Modernisation hearing. Evidence
was received by the commis-
sioner from all those involved
with the appeal that the wild-
catch sector has and should al-
ways remain award free. The out-
come of this hearing will be evi-
dent soon.

missions should be made in writ-
ing, and should be forwarded no
later than 5 pm on Friday 25 Sep-
tember 2009. Any submission re-
ceived after this date will not be
considered. All submissions will be
treated as public documents.
Submissions can be emailed to

marine.mammals@dse.vic.gov.au



mailto:marine.mammals@dse.vic.gov.au
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Nexus Energy - Offshore Pipe Lay Notification

Nexus Energy Ltd (Nexus) is de-
veloping the Longtom gas field
with Victorian Government ap-
proval. This involves laying 17 km
of pipeline 30 km offshore from
Orbost in Permit Licence VIC/L29.

The pipeline was successfully laid
using the Aussie I pipe lay barge
in April and May this year. The
Maersk Responder a dive support
vessel, then installed the control
umbilical in May and June. Unfor-
tunately this vessel was unable to
complete the tie-ins of the pipe-
line and umbilical to the subsea
wellheads and to the existing
Patricia Baleen pipeline.

These tie-in and the precommis-
sioning of the pipeline will there-
fore be completed by the Rem
Etive (another dive support ves-
sel) and the Arc Sydney (an an-
chor handling vessel). Both ves-
sels will be supported by the MV
Unlimited operating out of Lakes
Entrance.

These vessels will be starting
these activities mid August,
with a completion date to-
wards the end of September.
They will utilise a team of satu-
ration divers and remotely op-
erated vehicles, hence Nexus
kindly requests all fishers to

Climate Change - A Heads up for Fishers

By Tim Liebelt - SeaNet Extension Officer Victoria

The government has committed
to reduce Australia’s carbon pol-
lution through the introduction of
the Carbon Pollution Reduction
Scheme (CPRS) with a view to re-
ducing carbon pollution by 25 per
cent below 2000 levels by 2020.
That is if the world agrees to an
ambitious global deal to stabilize
levels of CO2 equivalent at 450
parts per million or lower by mid
century.

The highly controversial Emissions
Trading Scheme (ETS) is but one
instrument proposed by the gov-
ernment to achieve its CPRS
goals. After being blocked in the
senate, it appears that the Fed-
eral Government’s ETS will be
subject to months of hard nego-
tiation before being re-tabled
again in November.

Basically the ETS operates on the

foundation that whoever pro-
duces carbon pollution (i.e. car-
bon dioxide) as a part of their
business activities must offset
those emissions. A carbon pro-
ducing business has options that
may include;

1. Minimising the amount of car-
bon pollution it produces

2. Carrying out sequestration ac-
tivities itself i.e. plant trees

3. Paying someone else to carry
out sequestration activities on its
behalf

4. Purchasing transferable carbon
credits which give it the right to
pollute

The ETS will, in principle create a
fluid market to buy and sell rights
to pollute. However there are
likely to be teething problems and
it is feared that the cost of pro-
duction for business will increase.
This cost will likely be passed on

continue to observe the Gov-
ernment gazetted 500 m safety
zone around all subsea facili-
ties and the project vessels.

All activities are proceeding in
accordance with an Environ-
ment Plan (EP) produced by
Nexus and approved by the
Victorian Department of Pri-
mary Industries (DPI).

A summary EP is available on the
Nexus website at
Www.nexusenergy.com.au.

For further information, please
call Rob Tyler on 03-9660 2500 or
via email on: rtyler@nxs.com.au

to consumers. So what does this
mean for commercial fishers and
for that matter all primary produc-
ers?

It is generally agreed upon by
those in the scientific community
that changes to environmental
variables such as ocean tempera-
ture, currents, winds, nutrient
supply, rainfall, ocean chemistry
and extreme weather conditions
will impact on businesses which
utilize natural resources, including
fish stocks. However, there is little
consolidated knowledge of the
specific impacts of climate change
regarding biological, economic,
and social aspects of Australian
fisheries.

Having spent a number of years in
the aquaculture sector monitoring
caged fish at sea, | have had the
opportunity to observe the spe-
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cific effects of variable tempera-
ture on growth, development and
feeding behaviour of fish. The na-
ture of their confinement means
that they are unable to seek out
waters which are within their
‘comfort zone’ and consequently
perform poorly at temperature
extremes. As a result the fish be-
came stressed and were made
vulnerable to disease. It became
increasingly apparent to me over
time that marine creatures exhibit
substantial responses to very
small incremental changes in envi-
ronmental variables, of which
temperature is only one.

The Bureau of Meteorology
(BoM) has concluded that by
2030, the best estimate of sea
surface temperature rise is 0.6
—0.9 2Cincrease in the South-
ern Tasman Sea and the north-
west shelf of Western Austra-
lia, and 0.3 - 0.62C increase
elsewhere. Throw in changes in
currents, salinity, pH, plankton,
recruitment, marine pests and
diseases, migration patterns,
weather and runoff, couple it
with confusing new regulations
and a global financial cri-

sis it makes for a complex
scenario for the regional pro-
ductivity of your fishery head-
ing into the future.

If and when the ETS comes to frui-
tion, it will no longer be business
as usual. It will have the potential
to impact on all facets of food pro-
duction and consumption. Climate

change believers and sceptics alike
will be forced to review their op-
erations as the CPRS begins to
take affect. Many primary produc-
ers believe the government in-
tends eventually to include agri-
culture (including fishing) in its
ETS. Minister Burke denied this
and said it was not yet possible to
make an informed decision and
the issue would not be resolved
until 2013. The government would
then decide whether agriculture
(including commercial fisheries) -
which accounts for about 16 per
cent of Australia's emissions -
would be brought into an ETS
from 2015.

It seems that the tide of change
may be upon us. Thus, it is vitally
important that fishing businesses
are able to operate under man-
agement structures and policies
that account for change and will
allow most flexibility in adapting
to future patterns, be they climati-
cally, ecologically, legislatively or
market driven. Complex relation-
ships between fisheries stocks and
climate are still not fully under-
stood and Research, Development
and Extension of new findings will
be crucial for adaptive manage-
ment by fishing businesses.

The Australian Government De-
partment of Climate Change, in
partnership with the CSIRO has
released the document: Implica-
tions of Climate Change for Aus-
tralian Fisheries and Aquaculture:
a preliminary assessment. Findings
from this review will help inform

the development of a National
Climate Change and Fisheries Ac-
tion Plan. In addition, the Austra-
lian Government is providing $130
million over four years to help pri-
mary producers adapt and re-
spond to climate change through
the Australia’s Farming Future ini-
tiative.

Round 2 of the FarmReady Indus-
try Grants is now open providing
funding for eligible groups to un-
dertake projects that help their
members adapt to climate change.
Funding of up to $80,000 per fi-
nancial year is available for pro-
jects which increase industry self
reliance and preparedness to
adapt to climate change. To find
out about eligible activities, how
applications are assessed and the
details of the program please refer
to the FarmReady Industry Grants
guidelines available on the Depart-
ment of Agriculture Fisheries and
Forestry website. Round 2 of the
FarmReady Industry Grants closes
30 September 2009. The SeaNet
Officer, based at Seafood Industry
Victoria is available to assist appli-
cants.

In my experience, regular monitor-
ing and accurate record keeping is
the best way to identify changes.
This may include collecting envi-
ronmental data relevant to your
fishing activities (i.e. temperature,
wind direction, salinity, etc) or
tracking websites that publicise
changes in government policy or
fishery management regulations.

Keeplyourgiingergonatieypuise’

Use good information and be prepared to respond to forces that are outside of your control.

It could very well decide the future of your business, the fishing industry

and the socio-economic well being of your community.
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Orange Roughy - Peak Season for Victoria

Orange Roughy (Hoplostethus
atlanticus) is a slow growing
long lived fish. Commonly
caught between 35-45 cm,
these fish have strict manage-
ment controls to protect stocks
due to their susceptibility to
overfishing.

The Total Allowable Catch
(TAC) agreed by AFMA and the
Southern and Eastern Scalefish
and Shark Fishery for Orange
Roughy (Southern) was 35t.
Until last month only 1% of this
TAC had been caught.

Its flesh is white and of medium
thickness with a mild flavour
that makes it one of Australia’s
most popular fishes. Orange
Roughy can be baked, grilled,
steamed, poached or shallow
fired but be mindful not to take
over its delicate flavour with
other flavours.

Its is a very oily fish that can
sometimes fetch a high price.

Citrus Poached Orange Roughy

Ingredients

680g orange roughy, 1.5-2cm
thick

1 1/4 cups orange juice

1/2 cup water

1/3 cup dry white wine

6 teaspoons butter, melted

4 teaspoons coriander, chopped

salt and pepper

Directions
Cut fish into 4-6 serving-size
pieces.

Combine orange juice, water and

wine in large skillet. Bring to boil.

Add fish pieces and returnto a

boil, then reduce heat to simmer.

é é . .Distribution

Fishing Grounds

Simmer 7 or 8 minutes or until
fish flakes easily when tested
with a fork. Transfer fish to warm
serving platter.

Mix melted butter and coriander.
Drizzle over fish. Add salt and
pepper to taste.

Garnish platter with orange, lime
and lemon slices.

Serve with a young Semillon or
Sauvignon Blanc.



http://www.recipezaar.com/library/getentry.zsp?id=459
http://www.recipezaar.com/library/getentry.zsp?id=184
http://www.recipezaar.com/library/getentry.zsp?id=141
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Silver Trevallyminimum legal
size for has been adjusted to
20cm (from 23cm) after consul-
tation with industry. The change
in size will help the financial vi-
ability of commercial fishers. Pre-
vious to the change, 21-22cm
silver trevally were returned to
the water although these sized
fish were highly sort after for the
plate. Fisheries Victoria have no
concerns about the sustainability
of this species.

Draft Translocation Protocol
The draft Victorian Translocation
Protocol for Commercial Fresh-

water Open Aquaculture Systems
on Private Land is open for com-
ment. It draft establishes stan-
dards that will enable commer-
cial freshwater aquaculture sys-
tem operators to minimise and
manage biosecurity and business
risks. Copies of the draft have
been sent to relevant license
holders (or call DPI 136 186).
Comments due by Tuesday 29th
September 2009.

SSA Network Meetings to be
held on the 2nd September 2009
(0830-1215) in Sydney. Anyone
with an interest in the seafood

Dive Site - Ex HMAS Canberra

The Commonwealth Government
has gifted the ex HMAS Canberra
to the State of Victoria to be used
as a dive attraction off the Victo-
rian Coast. The Government is
keen to establish such a facility

and the dive site will be situated
between Barwon Heads and Point
Lonsdale. The area (300m x
100m) will have navigation mark-
ers at either end and four moor-
ings. It is proposed that the area

industry is welcome to attend,
however you will need to con-
firm with Seafood Services Aus-
tralia beforehand.

Victorian Climate Change Web-
site - have your say on the Cli-
mate Change Green Paper, the
next step to developing the gov-
ernments response to climate
change. Send in a submission
online. Closes 30th September.
www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/
index.html.

directly over the vessel and for a
distance of 50m around will be a
‘no fishing’ zone. The sinking tar-
get time is 9am Saturday, 12th
September 2009.

Schedule of Events

3rd September Victorian Seafood Industry Awards - Port Melbourne Yacht Club

8th - 10th September National Seafood Industry Leadership Program - Canberra

14th - 16th September | 6th National Rocklobster Congress - Glenelg

21st September SIV Annual General Meeting - Melbourne

21st-22nd October FoodTech Connect 09 - Sydney www.foodtechconnect.com.au

14-16th April 2010 Seafood Directions 2010 ¢ Cdethoume t| i

6-10th November 2010 | International Seafood and Health Conference - Melbourne
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