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Welcome to this 8th volume of PROFISH, we
have a lot to report on over the past months and
apologise for not having this finalised and in your
hands earlier… Seafood Industry Victoria have
been working extremely hard to put the Victorian
seafood industry in the front of people’s minds,
particularly in the lead up to the November
2018 Victorian Election. A big thanks to all our
contributors and sponsors who make it possible
for us to continue providing you this publication.

A

s the main voice for
the Victorian seafood
industry, we are therefore
the main voice for the
seafood consumer. This
message was championed
by SIV at a recent Seafood
dinner we held in Parliament
House, where we stood with
The Nature Conservancy
and OZFish Unlimited to present our election platforms
and our need for security and growth of the Victorian
seafood industry to provide fresh, local seafood for
the benefit of all Victorians.
While gearing up for the election, SIV has continued
our day to day activities, including regional meetings,
media opportunities and industry advocacy. We have
released a joint SIV/Tasmanian Seafood Industry
Council policy presenting our best practice model for
how the mining, oil and gas sector should consult with
the Professional Seafood Industry.
We continue to connect with Victorian seafood
consumers via engagement of SIV and industry in
numerous festivals, most recently we were involved
in the San Remo Fishing Festival – a great success for
the San Remo Fishermen’s Co-op and local business
traders and thanks to the VFA for their sponsorship
of this.
And we have been working alongside the Gippsland
Lakes fishers, their families and the Lakes Entrance
Fishermen’s Co-op to secure the Gippsland Lakes
fishery into the future. This sustainable fishery has
its peaks and troughs, like any other fishery, but
continues to be sustainably managed and creates
important jobs and a food source for Victorians. We
will continue to negate the myths and emotions with
the facts in the coming months.
Always remember that if you have an issue, question
or need support to contact the SIV Office. We are
here to assist you in whatever way we can.
- Johnathon Davey
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VRLA UPDATE
Reef Seeding Project Update
A workshop on ‘Utilising the wasted Puerulus resource’
was conducted by Caleb Gardner, IMAS in Hobart
in June with representatives from VRLA, TRLAC,
TSIC, TDPI and IMAS. Caleb provided
the workshop with a presentation
which detailed the extensive research
conducted in the past. Key outcomes
were:
1) Wild-caught Puerulus (early stage
life cycle that settles on the reef )
can be successfully collected and
grown out in aquaculture facilities.
2) Collection of Puerulus is
a ‘rescue mission’ as natural
mortality is nearly 100%.
3) Ideally the Puerulus should be
collected within the state to
overcome any biosecurity and
logistics of cross state translocation.
Basically, there were no technical ‘show stoppers’
and this approach has the potential to accelerate
rehabilitation of reefs damaged by seismic surveys.

Next steps will be presenting this Project to the SRL
R&D committee on 16 July for recommendations and,
if all goes well, then to the SRL Board for approval.
This will also be discussed at the RAG meeting on
2 August.

Oil & Gas Industry
Consultation Policy
Consultation with ‘relevant persons’ is
a regulatory requirement for any
Offshore activity. There is no benefit to
those being consulted; reality is that
this is often haphazard, unmanageable
and a costly process. As such, we
welcome the joint SIV/TSIC consultation
policy which acknowledges many of
these shortfalls and provides structure
for this process. This is timely as we are
aware of several ‘speculative’ seismic
surveys being planned in Commonwealth
waters - two in the Otway Basin and one
in the Gippsland Basin.
Consultation was also up for discussion in NOPSEMA’S
Community Environmental Resource Group (CERG)

Do you comply?
Book your next survey with
Maritime Survey Australia.

All over Victoria our Surveyors
help you keep your assets
compliant, safe and
performing reliably.

Periodic Survey
Initial Survey Services
Plan Approval Services
Naval Architectural Services
Compass Adjustment
With more than 70 years of
combined experience in initial
and periodic survey, we provide
professional, AMSA accredited
survey services for Domestic
Commercial Vessel operators and
Builders.

CALL US
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03 9028 4888

New Build & Reﬁt Project
Management
Stability Assessments
Maritime Consultancy
Safety Management System
Audit (NSCV Part E).
ISM Management and Audit
VISIT US www.maritimesurveyaustralia.com.au

meeting in June. These meetings are chaired by the
CEO and Pauline Nolle (Apollo Bay) is one of the 8
community members which includes 6 from WA and 1
from SA. Further information on CERG can be found on
NOPSEMA’s website under Environment, Stakeholder
Engagement and Transparency.
In May the State government announced opening local
coastal waters (3 nautical miles) to Gas exploration
from Port Campbell to South Australia border. There
was
media
interest
and both Markus Nolle
(Apollo Bay) and Simon
Nash (Port Campbell)
were given some airtime on Jon Faine’s
ABC 774 radio program.
This (again) highlights
the current injustice
of the ‘rehabilitation
bond’ system which
is only required for
exploration on land. SIV
has corresponded with
Tim Pallas, Minister of
Resources on this issue
and in June with support
from local MP Richard
Riordan representatives
from VRLA and SIV met
in Parliament with David
Southwick, the Shadow
Minister for energy and
resources to discuss
this topic.

and legally sized crabs across an average of every
10 pots in the fishery. This information will be used
to inform future management of the fishery, with a
review of the current harvest strategy expected to
be undertaken over the next 12 months. A tri-state
workshop with Tasmanian and South Australian
representatives is anticipated to occur in October
2018 to discuss innovative approaches to improve
efficiency of data collection.

VRLA Poll Results
This year the poll was sent out to both Licence holders
and Operators via SIV to ensure that all who participate
in the Industry ‘have a voice’. Reponses were lower
(55%) than in past years, some of the factors may have
been timing (Easter/school holidays) and the delay
of the Australia Post mail delivery system. This year
the poll was expanded beyond VFA’s recommended
TACC to include other issues like Pot numbers and
VRLA participation. The full response can be found on
the VFA website under completed consultation. The
opinions on pot numbers will be further discussed at
the RAG and the VRLA participation with the VFA as
part of the upcoming regulations review.

The VFA has secured additional funding to expand
the voluntary data collection program within the rock
lobster fishery. Bluetooth wet-tags, I-pads and a set
of electronic callipers have been purchased to trial
and enhance innovative methods of data collection.
The bluetooth wet-tags and callipers will synchronise
and deliver data directly to an I-pad with the aim to
significantly improve efficiency by reducing manual
entry of data. Six units with sets of wet-tags will be
trialled by industry over the coming months

Data Collection in the Rock Lobster
and Giant Crab Fishery – VFA
The Victorian Fisheries Authority (VFA) is partnering
with industry to enhance data collection in the giant
crab fishery. Development of pre-cut measuring
devices will assist to measure and count undersize
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POLICY TO THE MINING,
GAS & PETROLEUM SECTOR
ON CONSULTATION WITH
THE PROFESSIONAL
SEAFOOD INDUSTRY
By Johnathon Davey
Seafood peak bodies and the professional seafood
industry is accustomed to operating within a multiuser environment and negotiating with other user
groups for access to the marine resource. The
industry supports the open and multi-user nature of
State and Commonwealth waters. However, in recent
years, there has been an increased interest from
mining, gas and petroleum companies to conduct a
range of activities, in particular seismic surveys, within
the marine environment.
The increase in interest from the exploration
sector has bought with it an increasing demand
on the professional seafood industry to partake in
consultation with activity proponents. This increasing
demand for consultation is stretching the resources
of seafood peak bodies and initiating a level of
consultation fatigue.
As we are all aware, there is an impact on fisheries
resources from exposure to seismic activities
and the environment upon which they rely. This
potential impact on the professional seafood industry
operations is of significant concern.
When titleholders propose operations that would
preclude existing users from fully exercising their
rights and interests, the professional seafood industry
will ensure concerns and interests are recognised

• DESIGN
• PRINTING
• PROMOTIONAL
• WORKWEAR
• Business Cards • Stationery • Brochures • Calendars
• Duplicate Books • Posters • Labels • Magnets • Stickers
• Apparel • Cups • Pens • Bags • Caps • Embroidery

T: (03) 9318 9288

3 Endeavour Way Sunshine West VIC
E: sales@ﬂexe.com.au ﬂexe.com.au
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and compensated accordingly. And all environmental
plans and impact assessments must entail a full
review of the risks and impacts of that particular
allocation or acquisition area on the rights, operations
and needs of intersecting and adjacent professional
seafood industry interests. It should be obvious that
this involves more than just articulation of historical
catch data for key species.
Issues arise when titleholder projects impact on the
marine environment to the detriment of professional
seafood operations. Impacts may be short term, such
as temporary displacement (construction or seismic
activities) and other impacts may be long term, such
as when the environmental effects of a project are of
such magnitude that professional seafood operations
are no longer viable, or stock status is impacted.
Adequate and consistent consultation practices must
be carried out according to the principle that preexisting users should be properly engaged, and the
identified risks and issues mitigated.
The policy developed by SIV and TSIC provides
a clear policy statement outlining the Australian
professional seafood industry’s position around all
future mining, gas and petroleum activities within
the marine jurisdiction. This Policy provides a clear
and transparent process for all future titleholder
consultation with the professional seafood industry,

which would form the minimum consultation standard
for all future mining, gas and petroleum activity within
the marine environment.
Thorough consultation must involve the following
steps to ensure all risk and issues are addressed:

Scoping

Negotiation

Review materials provided by Titleholder to identify
what the proposed activity is, where it is happening
and when. This will inform identification of potentially
impacted sectors and likely issues and risks. This step
assumes that all technical, eg modelling, work has
been independently peer reviewed.

On behalf of seafood individuals and businesses
who have a qualified impact, develop a framework
to mitigate risk and facilitate negotiations to
ensure professional seafood industry members are
fairly treated.

Environment Plan Review

Planning
Identify individuals and businesses in the potentially
impacted sectors and make arrangements to qualify
the nature of that potential impact. This will take
into account that impacts could be short term, e.g.
displacement of fishing effort and removal of access
to fishing grounds and/or long term, e.g. damage to
the flora and fauna within the marine environment and
disturbance to ecosystem function.

Engagement
Execution of the communication and engagement
plan to qualify the potential impacts. This would likely

CURRENT
SEISMIC
SURVEY’S
PROPOSED
TO BLAST
VICTORIA’S
WATERS
IN LATE
2018/2019

involve multiple meetings (possibly port visits) and also
liaison with the state-based regulators and research
institutes to get certified fishing history statistics as
required to support any subsequent negotiations. This
would vary depending on size and nature of activity,
number of fisheries.

In cases where issues and/or risks were identified that
may not have required negotiation/compensation for
individuals or businesses, but rather changes to how
the planned activity was going to be undertaken (eg,
equipment used, paths taken, timeframes adjusted,
etc), these will be reflected within a reviewed EP. In
turn, this will require the seafood peak body review
the updated proposed activity plans.
If you wish to receive a copy of the policy, or wish to
discuss our ongoing engagement with the mining, gas
and petroleum sector in Victoria then please contact
Johnathon (03) 9687 0673 or at johnd@siv.com.au.

Dorrigo 3D Oil seismic survey area

Gippsland Survey (CGG) including
operational zones

Schlumberger Otway Basin
proposed area

Spectrum Geo's Otway Deep proposed area
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VICTORIAN OCEAN
SCALLOP ABUNDANCE
SURVEY 2018
By Johnathon Davey
In January 2018, Fishwell Consulting Pty Ltd, were
engaged by the Victorian Fisheries Authority to
undertake a Victorian Ocean Scallop Abundance
Survey. The opportunity to undertake this survey
was negotiated by Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV)
on behalf of industry, from the contribution of funds
by the Department of Economic Development, Jobs,
Transport and Resources - CarbonNet Project.
Scientific research has concluded that Scallops
are significantly affected by exposure to seismic
surveys. Noting this research, SIV engaged early
with CarbonNet prior to their seismic survey in early
2018 to negotiate the funding require to deliver
this Scallop abundance survey. The aim of the
engagement was to fill a knowledge gap regarding
the abundance of Scallops in the Victorian fishery.
A random stratified survey design was adopted, but
a lack of recent commercial fishing activity made it
difficult to inform stratification. Therefore, an approach
of allocating half of the available fishing effort to a
broad-area survey that covered the fishable area
from Point Hicks in the east to Wilsons Promontory in
the west, and then allocating the remaining effort to

intensively surveying potentially viable scallop beds
within this area, each as a separate stratum.
Total biomass in the broad-area stratum was estimated
to be 5,107 t (95% confidence intervals (Cis) ranged
2,226 t–14,372 t. Overall results from the abundance
survey indicated a continued low level of abundance
and recruitment throughout the fishery. The survey did
locate a small number of beds containing commercially
available scallops, they were not at a level or density
considered sufficient to provide ongoing recruitment
to the fishery.
The full final report for the Eastern Victorian Ocean
Scallop Fishery 2017-18 Abundance survey can be
found at the following link:

GOULBURN RIVER TROUT
OPENS NEW HATCHERY
Goulburn River Trout has been in operation since the
mid-1970s. The business is owned by the Meggitt
family with Ed and Derrick heading up operations with
a team of about 25 staff. Goulburn River Trout has
two farming sites and a centrally located processing
plant about 2 hours north east of Melbourne between
Alexandra and Eildon.
The business has always produced its own “seedstock”
but, as Ed said, “the existing hatchery was becoming
too run down and a significant risk to our ongoing
operations.” Every week Goulburn River Trout harvests
almost 30 000 rainbow trout, or about 20 tonnes of
fish per week. Almost half of the fish get smoked.
When harvesting, processing and selling this number
of trout a reliable hatchery is a “no-brainer”.

https://vfa.vic.gov.au/commercial-fishing/scallop
The VFA, in collaboration with industry, are developing
a workplan to create a harvest strategy for the fishery
to inform future management.

Starting the build in early 2017 a new hatchery has
just been completed in readiness for the 2018 trout
breeding season. Ed said “we are very happy with
the outcome. The project was built on time and on
budget”.
The hatchery has nice simple lines and incorporates a
work area for spawning and fertilisation operations, an
egg incubation line, hatching troughs, 8 undercover
raceways for juveniles and a small office/laboratory
room. “We tried to keep things as simple as possible,
while improving things for our staff and our fish” Ed
said.
Goulburn River Trout hopes to get many years
of service out of the new hatchery. “Hopefully this
new facility will enable us to keep supplying our
loyal customers with rainbow trout for years to come”
Ed concluded.

If you have any questions on the results of the survey,
or wish to register your interest in being involved in
the development of the future harvest strategy, then
please contact the SIV Office (03) 9687 0673 or send
us an email at admin@siv.com.au.

Established in 1882, Sunderland Marine is
one of the leading marine insurers worldwide
❍
❍
❍
❍
❍

Specialists in marine insurance for over 130 years
Fishing vessels, tugs, harbour craft and charter boats
Aquaculture insurance, covering stock, equipment & support craft
Comprehensive insurance packages
24 hour service

For all your rainbow trout requirements please contact us on:
(03) 57 732 483 or via email on grtem@virtual.net.au

www.sunderlandmarine.com/australia/home
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2018 VICTORIAN ELECTION
AND THE ASK FROM THE VICTORIAN
SEAFOOD INDUSTRY
By Johnathon Davey
Over a number of months Seafood Industry Victoria
(SIV) has been working on preparing our 2018 election
platform, with the support of Adam Kilgour and Josh
Williams from Diplomacy. In April 2018, the SIV Board
agreed to appoint Diplomacy to work with SIV in
positively positioning industry towards the upcoming
Victorian election.
In working with the folks at Diplomacy, we have
established close working relationships with The
Nature Conservancy and recreational fishing groups
(including VRFish) to deliver the industry certainty
and security. Our election platform revolves around
three key pillars: 1 – appropriate consultation and
industry engagement; 2 – improving the environment
and fisheries sustainability, backed by research
and evidence-based decisions, ‘more fish for all
Victorians’; and 3 – promotion, marketing and
branding of Victorian Seafood.
In creating our election platform, it was important to
keep messaging clear, while also identifying the rich
history and benefit to Victoria of having a strong,
viable and celebrated Victorian seafood industry.
Our fisheries in Victoria are sustainable, diverse and
small-scale, fishing from small boats with low-impact
fishing gear. We recognise that the industry operates
under strict fisheries management controls, and are
committed to sustainable harvested seafood for
future generations. Important economic and social
benefits flow into rural and regional communities from
Victorian fisheries.
As you will see in the platform document, we have
sought all Victorian political parties to agree to 5 key
commitments:
• In the first session of the new Parliament, amend
the Fisheries Act 1995 to reinstate recognition of
peak bodies as the most informed and effective
means of consultation for the maintenance and
restoration of Victoria’s fisheries.
• $12 million for new research and development to
sustain Victoria’s seafood and supply industries,
importantly informing integrated independent
scientific research and informed decision making.
• Over the next year, form a consultative process
with all stakeholders to research, write and agree
a state-wide Sustainable Seafood Policy to support
the availability of Victorian seafood to consumers.
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Over the years, Victorians continue
to lose access to their fresh, local,
sustainable Victorian seafood…
we can fix this and re-build a colourful,
successful and respected industry.
Victorian fishers have long been the custodians of the
bays, inlets and inshore seas around Victoria, with a
maritime history stretching back over 170 years. However
we continue to see a decline in licence numbers resulting
in reduced fish production, largely due to excessive red
tape and lack of government support for growth and
development. A decline of our State’s productive marine
habitats has also contributed to a lack of available
resource, such as seagrass meadows which are important
breeding grounds.
Our fisheries in Victoria are sustainable, diverse and
small-scale, fishing from small boats with low-impact

fishing gear. They operate under strong fisheries
management controls, and are committed to sustainable
harvested seafood for future generations.
Important economic and social benefits flow into rural and
regional communities from Victorian fisheries. Our fisheries
make vital contributions to local economies, to food security
and trade, and to the social and cultural make-up of our
coastal communities. Not only does the Victorian seafood
industry ensure the supply of seafood to all Victorians, but
it employs thousands of Victorians directly, and indirectly
sustains many more jobs through retail, hospitality,
tourism, logistics and professional services.

Seafood Industry Victorian Election Platform:
Seafood Industry Victoria invite Victoria’s political
parties to support the revitalisation of Victoria’s marine
and freshwater habitats, while also maintaining and
supporting growth of Victorian’s vital seafood industry,
including professional fishing.
Through collaboration between industry, other
stakeholders and Government, we have a unique prospect
to build on Victoria’s history of providing quality, fresh
seafood for all Victorians, by supporting Victoria’s seafood
industry, implementing a suite of habitat restoration
projects across Victoria and delivering a significantly
improved scientific understanding of Victorian fisheries.
We call upon Victoria’s political parties to protect and
advance the future of Victoria’s marine and freshwater
industries and the communities that depend on them,
through the investment of $44 million, by adopting the
following 5 key commitments:

Stakeholder Consultation
In the first session of the new Parliament, amend the
Fisheries Act 1995 to reinstate recognition of peak bodies

as the most informed and effective means of consultation
for the maintenance and restoration of Victoria’s fisheries.
Amendments should:
• Recognise Victoria’s fishing peak bodies as a respected
and independent voice of the fishing sectors to
Government; and
• Re-instate co-management principles in the Act as
a cornerstone of effective fisheries management.

Appropriate consultation is great news
for all resource users.

Better Research
$12 million for new research and development to sustain
Victoria’s seafood and supply industries, importantly
informing integrated independent scientific research and
informed decision making. Investment will allow for:
• Identification and delivery of science and research
programs that support the implementation of sound,
long-term, evidence-based management arrangements
and harvest strategies across all Victorian fisheries; and

siv.com.au

• The consideration of evidence-based sustainable and
responsible resource sharing arrangements, ensuring a
robust understanding of all extractions of the resource.

That’s great news for Victoria’s sustainable fisheries.

Sustainable Seafood Policy

• On-ground fish habitat action benefiting our
marine, estuarine and freshwater fisheries, which
will create Victorian jobs and ensure more fish for
all Victorians; and
• An opportunity to further understand factors that
suppress natural recruitment, including habitat
improvement, mitigating saline intrusion and spawning
locations and patterns.

Sustainable
Seafood

Over the next year, form a consultative process with all
stakeholders to research, write and agree a state-wide
Sustainable Seafood Policy to support the availability of
Victorian seafood to consumers. A state-wide Sustainable
Seafood Policy, will:
• Acknowledge and support Victorian fisheries as
sustainable, noting that a supported and vibrant
Victorian seafood industry provides the freshest
seafood to Victorian consumers;

• Recognise the economic significance of professional
fishing and seafood consumption to rural and
regional communities, including through tourism
opportunities; and
• Endorse the creation and implementation of a blueprint
for Victoria’s seafood industry including evidencebased management, unlocking latent opportunities,
identifying policy and enforcement needs, while
stressing the social and economic benefit of Victorian
seafood consumption.
Victorian seafood for

That’s excellent news for all users,
more fish for everyone.

Victorian Seafood Branding

A $2 million investment to develop, in collaboration
with Seafood Industry Victoria, a consumer campaign
to highlight the quality and health benefits over
6 million Victorians can derive from choosing Victorian
caught seafood.
• Government health authorities recommend that
Victorian’s should eat three serves of seafood weekly
for a balanced and healthy diet. That is 936 million
plates each year, but currently, the Victorian fishing
industry is limited to providing enough local seafood
for 28 million plates each year.

• Support
the ongoing
orians,
celebration and promotion of
ion Vict
6 mill
Victorian Seafood, including a ‘Victorian Seafood’
re.
both now and in the futu branding campaign, enshrining Victoria’s status as

Win-win for Government, regional communities,
the Seafood industry and consumers.

Habitat Recovery Fund
$30 million investment to form a Habitat Recovery
Fund, for urgent action to improve marine, estuarine
and freshwater fisheries through rehabilitation and
restoration projects, to allow:

the ‘foodie destination’ of Australia.

That’s fantastic, seafood is healthy, and Victorians
will know when they eat Victorian seafood.
The commitments are supported by a coalition of willing
partners including the broader seafood industry (fishers,
farmers, wholesalers, retailers), restaurants and private
sector businesses.
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—— THE FACTS ABOUT ——

THE GIPPSLAND LAKES FISHERY
Professional and recreational fishing have co-existed in the Gippsland Lakes for over 140 years
and can do so for many more. The Gippsland Lakes fishers want you to feel confident
that your fish are being harvested in an environmentally conscious and sustainable manner.

• $30 million investment to form a Habitat Recovery
Fund, for urgent action to improve marine, estuarine
and freshwater fisheries through rehabilitation and
restoration projects, and
• $2 million investment to develop, in collaboration
with Seafood Industry Victoria, a consumer
campaign to highlight the quality and health
benefits over 6 million Victorians can derive from
choosing Victorian caught seafood.
These commitments will support the revitalisation of
Victoria’s marine and freshwater habitats, while also
maintaining and growing Victorian’s vital seafood
industry, including professional fishing.
Through unique collaboration between industry,
other stakeholders and Government, we have a
unique prospect to build on Victoria’s history of
providing quality, fresh seafood for all Victorians, by
supporting Victoria’s seafood industry, implementing

Closing the fishery is only going
to affect 10 fishermen.

MYTH

Fish stocks in the Gippsland
Lakes are unsustainable.

FACT

Far more local Gippsland jobs will be
affected, from those of the Lakes Entrance
Co-op, fish distributers, wholesalers,
retailers, processors, restaurants and
Consumers. The 90% of Victorians who rely
on Victoria’s professional fishers to provide
them with fresh, local seafood will lose.

FACT

In 2017, the Victorian Fisheries
Authority, Review of key Victorian Fish
Stocks, assessed all species common
to the Gippsland Lakes (Bream,
Tailor, Silver Trevally, Mullet) as
'Sustainable' or 'undefined' (where
not enough data was available).

MYTH

Banning net fishing in Gippsland
Lakes will increase the economy.

MYTH

Nets trap spawning Bream in the river
mouths of the Gippsland Lakes.

FACT

The commercial fishing sector is a
significant contributor to the East Gippsland
community. There is no evidence that
banning nets creates more jobs or an
increase in local economy. In 2012/13,
Professional fishing generates $35 million
direct to the East Gippsland economy.1

FACT

A scientific study, published in 2014 by
Fisheries Victoria, looked at the impact of
net fishing near river mouths in Gippsland
Lakes. It found that professional fishers
mostly catch small quantities of bream
in a fishing event – less than 50kg. Large
catches of bream are not correlated with
the spawning season. The report concludes
that “commercial fishers do not cause a
significant impact on the spawning success
or subsequent recruitment to the fishery”.4

MYTH

Professional fishing in the Gippsland
Lakes affects tourism.

FACT

Lakes Entrance made WOTIF’S top 10
Aussie Towns for 20182 (at no.6). East
Gippsland’s tourist statistics show an
increase of 17% from 2016 to 2017.

MYTH

Net fishing in the Gippsland Lakes catches
all the fish, leaving none for others

FACT

Gippsland Lakes fishing data (from 2012)
shows that recreational fishers take more
than double the catch of Black Bream
than that of the professional fishers.5

MYTH

Gippsland Lakes net fishers only
care about themselves

FACT

Gippsland Lakes fishers abide by a voluntary
Code of Practice, which is developed to
share the water ways with other users
during school holidays, and in places that
become popular during peak times.

a suite of habitat restoration projects across Victoria
and delivering a significantly improved scientific
understanding of Victorian fisheries.
In launching our Election Platform, SIV has met with
many state politicians to brief them on the platform, we
also co-hosted a sustainable Victorian fisheries and
seafood dinner in Parliament House on Wednesday
5 September 2018. This event was well attended and
thank you to those industry participants who provided
seafood for the evening and those who attended. The
event was well received and displayed strong support
for growing our important industry.

MYTH

Fishermen don’t care about
the Environment.

FACT

The Gippsland Lakes fishers have implemented
and industry driven Environmental Management
System (EMS), which was adopted in 2005
and revised in 20133. The EMS was developed
with Dr. Pascale Baelde, Seafood Industry
Victoria, Seafood Services Australia,
Natural Heritage Trust, PIRVic and
Phillip Island Nature Park.

If you have any questions, comments or would like
a full copy of the 2018 Victorian Election platform
document, please contact Johnathon on (03) 9687
0678 or at johnd@siv.com.au.
1

2
3
4
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MYTH

Morrison et al. (2014) - Economic Value of Commercial Fishing Operations
out of Lakes Entrance (Port of Gippsland Lakes)
https://www.wotif.com/vc/blog/aussie-travel/2018-top-aussie-towns/
http://www.siv.com.au/uploads/9/8/7/7/98771034/vbifa_ems_a4_20.2.13.pdf
Green, C.P. (2014) Gippsland Lakes black bream. Investigating the impacts of net fishing near river mouths
during the spawning season. Fisheries Victoria Science Report Series No. 02.
Kemp J, Brown L, Bridge N, Conron S. (2013) Black Bream Stock Assessment 2012. Fisheries Victoria Assessment Report No 42.
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VFA WORKING
WITH SIV TO GROW
THE SEAFOOD
INDUSTRY

VICTORIAN RECIPES
SMOKED TROUT AND
POTATO EMPANADAS
(recipe provided by Blogger Jennifer Rodda of Milk & Honey)
For the Dough:
•
•
•
•
•
•

225g "00" flour
3/4 teaspoon salt
100ml water
1/2 teaspoon vinegar
1 egg yolk
plus an extra yolk whisked with
1 teaspoon water for brushing
• 25g lard
• 1 teaspoon smoked paprika
for sprinkling

By Travis Dowling – CEO VFA
Victoria's seafood businesses
work hard to supply domestic
and international markets with
an extensive variety of the
world’s finest fish products
including
abalone,
urchins,
octopus, eels, calamari, rock
lobster, King George whiting and
snapper. The Victorian Fisheries
Authority (VFA) supports these
businesses and together with
industry, continually seek to
ensure Victoria’s fisheries and
seafood businesses are viable,
profitable
and
sustainable
for future generations. A new
generation of Fisheries Officers
are currently being recruited
to ensure our fisheries are
protected into the future.
The VFA, in conjunction with
SIV, has delivered a range of
reforms for commercial fishing
and aquaculture over the last 3
years. Achievements include a
harvest strategy for the wrasse fishery, the roll out of
a world class recreational lobster tagging program,
authorising small scale abalone sales from the boat,
supporting the increased production of aquaculture
business and sponsoring events to promote Victorian
seafood such as the Apollo Bay Seafood Festival,
Hooked on Lakes and Hooked on Portland.
We will support removing red tape for businesses,
with significant efforts going into finding electronic
solutions to minimise paperwork for fishers. We will
modernise our cost recovery system in close partnership
with the industry. Moving forward, we will continue to
deliver high quality services to our commercial wild
catch and aquaculture sectors, informed by an exciting
vision for the VFA being overseen by the VFA board.
A specific focus of this vision will be to work closely
with SIV over the next 12 months to identify and
develop new opportunities to increase the supply of
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Make the Dough:

Meeting with Ed Meggit at Goulburn River Trout

Combine the flour and salt in a large bowl.
Add the lard and rub with your fingertips
until it is evenly incorporated. Mix the
water, vinegar and egg yolk in a cup. Add
it to the flour mixture and stir with a fork
until it comes together. Bring the mixture
together with your hands. Turn it out onto
a lightly floured work surface and knead
briefly until it is a smooth dough. Roll into a
ball, cover with cling wrap and leave to rest
in the fridge for 30 minutes.

fresh, local Victorian seafood to consumers.

Make the Filling:

The VFA wants to grow the value of Victorian fisheries
and facilitate the sale of fresh local fish direct from
the boat at regional towns to take full advantage
of the visitor economy. We will continue to provide
sponsorship for events promoting Victorian seafood
such the San Remo Fishing Festival 2018, the Apollo
Bay Seafood Festival 2019, Hooked on Lakes 2019
and Seafood Directions in 2019. We will develop
methods for authorising harvest of new species such
as octopus and seaweed and help grow aquaculture
for barramundi, mussels, trout and abalone.

Combine all the filling ingredients in a
large bowl.

The future of the Victorian seafood industry looks
bright and we are excited to partner with SIV to unlock
this great potential and opportunities for the benefit of
all Victorians.

For the Filling:
• 2 desiree potatoes, peeled
and cut into 1cm dice and boiled
until tender, drained and kept warm
• 100g hot smoked trout, shredded
• 1 teaspoon ground cumin
• 1 1/2 teaspoons sweet paprika
• 1 tablespoon chopped pickled jalapenos
• juice 1/2 lemon
• 1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil
• 2 tablespoons finely chopped parsley Sea salt flakes
• Black pepper
Lay the empanadas onto the prepared
baking tray and brush with the egg yolk
that has been whisked with a teaspoon of
water.
Lay some thin strips of baking over the
empanadas and sprinkle the smoked
paprika over to create a striped effect.
Bake for 15 - 20 minutes, until the pastry is
golden and cooked.

(Makes 8)

Make the Empanadas:
Preheat the oven to 200C (fan-forced). Line
a baking tray with baking paper. Set aside.
Divide the dough into eight even portions.
Roll each portion into a ball and, on a light
floured work surface, use a rolling pin to
roll each ball out into a 12cm or so diameter
circle.
Put a spoonful of filling into the center of
each circle of dough. Fold the dough over
the filling to create a semi-circle, press the
edges together firmly. I used a pastry cutter
to cut off the excess dough.

siv.com.au
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SIV PROFILE

VFA UPDATE
Areas for improvement:

Barbara Konstas
CEO Melbourne Seafood Centre
• Director and Deputy Chair of Seafood Industry Victoria
• Initiated the Save Bay Seafood –
Community Awareness Campaign to counter closure
of Port Phillip Bay to commercial net fishing.
• Victorian Director and Treasurer of WinSC
• Member of Implementation Group –
National Peak Body.
My personal experience in the seafood industry
dates back to my family origins. My Grandparents
hail from the island of Kastellorizo, one of the many
small islands in the Dodecanese, Greece, who owned
boats and were traders and fishermen. My paternal
grandparents migrated to Australia in 1926 and in
1928 began their first fish shop in Elsternwick an inner
southern suburb of Melbourne.
My parents owned retail fish and chip shops and my
father, in the mornings, worked at the Melbourne
Wholesale Fish Market as an auctioneer, at SAFCOL.
He became Managing Director of the business
in 1968 took full ownership from SAFCOL in 1969
and renamed it Jack Miriklis Pty Ltd, the third
major commission Agent at the Melbourne Wholesale
Fish Market.
This background was my induction into the seafood
business, whereby as part of a family business, all
members helped to support and nurture the business
so that all members could prosper. In school holidays,
I enjoyed the early morning starts, and would help as
a booking clerk. That induction into the camaraderie
and excitement of the frenetic trading of the market,
gave me taste for business and a respect for the
fishing industry.

While each commercial fishing sector has separate
rules specific to that fishery, there are some common
areas that require attention. Please ensure all gear is
clearly marked so that staff can identify and check it
quickly and efficiently.

In 1984, with my
husband, we purchased
a scallop processing
business. At the tender
age of 23, I suddenly
was thrown into the
deep end of running
a business on our
own and learning all
that it was to run a
seafood business.
In 2011, I was offered the role of CEO to the Melbourne
Seafood Centre Pty Ltd. This new company was borne,
as the Melbourne Wholesale Fish Market was closed
by the City of Melbourne and the 11 shareholders
required a Company representative who could
manage and spearhead their new development
at Kensington Rd, West Melbourne. The role has
now developed into a leadership role whereby the
Melbourne Seafood Centre is seen as the central
point of seafood wholesaling in Victoria.
The Melbourne Seafood Centre is now the new
Melbourne Wholesale Fish Market and the vision
and aim for the Centre is that we will move forward
and meet the challenges facing our industry.
Challenges, such as securing and protecting fisheries
resources in Australia and particular Victoria, the
understanding and promoting sustainable practices
should be considered a positive approach in the
seafood industry so that our businesses will be
developing and surviving for future generations.
I am passionate that through this role I can provide
mentoring and leadership to women who work within
our seafood community.

Areas of success:

What’s happening across the state
in the Victorian Fisheries Authority:
Queenscliff Fisheries Officers have concluded a full
compliance audit of the Western and Central Port
Phillip Bay Aquaculture reserves.

Last quarter, Fisheries Officers found that operators,
across the board, were not reporting as accurately as
they should. The VFA is happy to see that there has, in
general, been effort to rectify this. Some fisheries still
need improvement but, inspections of Central Zone
Abalone Divers, Warm water fin fish aquaculturists
have shown significant improvements.
Compliance rates, over many fisheries, have also
seen improvement including newly licenced fisheries.
This has been great to see.

Officers have reported great improvements in site
maintenance and therefore, public safety.
Local staff have appreciated the co-operation and
response to this audit and encourage operators to
continue this high standard.

!

Jack Miriklis Pty Ltd
For all supply enquiries please contact
Jack on 0438 029 759

See the places. Meet the people.
Taste the difference.

For all other enquiries contact Bill or Leanne on
03 9687 5482
Seafood Agent and Wholesaler since 1969
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NOTICEBOARD
If you would like to post events or employment opportunities
for the next issue, please contact admin@siv.com.au
by November 2nd 2018

NOTIFICATION OF
2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Seafood Industry Victoria is
pleased to invite you to attend
the 2018 Annual General
Meeting on Monday 22 October
from 10:00am.

2019 SCIENCE AND INNOVATION
AWARDS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
IN AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES
AND FORESTRY

Then AGM will be held at the Melbourne Seafood
Centre (Boardroom) – 133 Kensington Road, West
Melbourne. Please contact the SIV Office to
register your interest.

The Victorian Rock Lobster
Association is pleased to invite
you to attend its 2018 Annual
General Meeting on Thursday
1st November from 11:00am.
The AGM will be held at Maarar Woorn House,
6 Pengilley Avenue, Apollo Bay. (Opposite RSL –
note venue change).
RSVP – vrla.email@gmail.com or (m) 0431 865 752.

Applications close on Friday 12 October 2018.
The Award winners will be publicly recognised as
part of the ABARES Outlook 2019 Conference in
Canberra in March 2019.
For more information visit the website at
www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/
conferences-events/scienceawards

SEAFOOD INDUSTRY VICTORIA NEWSLETTER

DO YOU PREFER AN ELECTRONIC COPY OF THIS NEWSLETTER?
If you would prefer an electronic copy of this newsletter and not receive a hard copy by post,
email Jo at admin@siv.com.au

SIV Information & Advertising
For more information on any of the new stories in this issue, please contact Seafood Industry Victoria
If you would like to contribute to Fishing News with an article, letter, or idea, please contact johnd@siv.com.au
If you would like to advertise in the newsletter, please contact admin@siv.com.au
Advertising deadline for the next issue is November 2nd 2018
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CONTACTS
vfa.vic.gov.au

Lakes Entrance Fishermen’s Co-op
Brad Duncan – lefcol@lefcol.com.au

Dallas D'Silva – Director of Policy , Licencing and Research
Dallas.dsilva@vfa.vic.gov.au

Melbourne Seafood Centre
Barbara Konstas – b.konstas@melbourneseafoodcentre.com.au

Toby Jeavons – Rock Lobster and Giant Crab
toby.jeavons@vfa.vic.gov.au Ph: 03 5258 0280

Port Franklin Fishermen’s Association
Brett Cripps – crippses05@gmail.com

Kate Simpson – Abalone and Bays & Inlet
Kate.simpson@ecodev.vic.gov.au Ph: 03 5258 0205

Portland Professional Fishermen’s Association
Andrew Levings – alevings1@gmail.com

Monique Leane – Fisheries Manager
monique.leane@vfa.vic.gov.au Ph: 03 5258 0206

San Remo Fishermen's Co-op
Paul Mannix – info@srfco.com.au

SIV Board

Victorian Abalone Processors Association
David Tonkin – woodmn01@tpg.com.au

Markus Nolle – Chairman
mnolle@bigpond.com

Victorian Bays & Inlets Fisheries Association
Gary Leonard – gm.leonard@southernphone.com.au

Barbara Konstas – Secondary (Deputy Chair)
b.konstas@melbourneseafoodcentre.com.au

Victorian Fish & Food Marketing Association
Brian Bateman – brianb@bigblue.net.au

Andrew Watts – Scallop
abhunterfishing@dodo.com.au

Victorian Rock Lobster Association
Markus Nolle – vrla.email@gmail.com

Craig Fox – Casual
kkfox2@bigpond.com.au

Victorian Trout Association
Ed Meggitt – grtem@virtual.net.au

Ed Meggitt – Aquaculture
grtem@virtual.net.au

Western Abalone Divers Association
Harry Peeters – wada@pipeline.com.au

Gary Leonard – Inshore trawl
gm.leonard@southernphone.com.au

Website Links

Geoff Ellis – Abalone
geoffellis01@gmail.com

Australian Fisheries Management Authority
www.afma.gov.au

Kate Brooks – Casual
kate@kalanalysis.com.au

Australian Maritime Safety Authority
www.amsa.gov.au

Lisle Elleway – Ocean Access/Purse Seine
capt.lisle@bigpond.com

Department of Agriculture and Water Resources
www.agriculture.gov.au

Michael Hobson – Casual
portalbertwharf@bigpond.com

Fisheries Research and Development Corporation
www.frdc.com.au

Michelle Hansen – Secondary (Processor)
michelleh@tasmanianseafoods.com.au

Maritime Safety Victoria
www.transportsafety.vic.gov.au/maritime-safety

Wayne Cripps – Eel, Bait, Mussel, Bay, Inlet & Inland
waynecripps@bigpond.com

Northern Territory Seafood Council
www.ntsc.com.au

Wild Fisheries Associations

Queensland Seafood Industry Association
www.qsia.com.au

Abalone Victoria (Central Zone)
Neil MacGuffie – neil@abalonevictoria.com.au

Seafood Industry Australia
www.seafoodindustryaustralia.com.au

Apollo Bay Fishermen’s Co-op
Alan Nicholls – info@apollobayfishcoop.com.au

Southeast Trawl Fishing Industry Association
www.setfia.org.au

East Gippsland Estuarine Fishermen’s Association
Arthur Allen – dianneallen57@hotmail.com

Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council
www.tsic.org.au

Eastern Victoria Sea Urchin Divers Association
John Minehan – john.minehan@gmail.com

Western Australia Fishing Industry Council
www.wafic.org.au

Eastern Zone Abalone Industry Association
Geoff Ellis – geoffellis01@gmail.com

Wildcatch Fisheries South Australia
www.wfsa.org.au

Hearn Fishing Industries Pty Ltd
John Hearn – admin@allfreshseafood.com.au

Commonwealth Fisheries Association
www.comfish.com.au

Victorian Fisheries Authority

siv.com.au

Women Industry Network Seafood Community
www.winsc.org.au
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Melbourne Seafood Centre
is Victoria’s premier wholesale market
for the supply and distribution of
Australia’s finest seafood.
Committed to seafood excellence, the Melbourne Seafood Centre
values its customers and assures careful produce selection
for quality and variety.

133 Kensington Road
West Melbourne VIC 3003
www.melbourneseafoodcentre.com.au
enquiries@melbourneseafoodcentre.com.au
Ph: (03) 9687 2962

Follow us:

